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AN OVERVIEW OF JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 is an 
act which strengthens and amends the law relating to children who are 
alleged to be in conflict with the law and children who are in need of 
care and protection by meeting their basic needs through adequate 
care, protection, development, treatment along with social reintegration 
by adopting and implementing a child-friendly approach in disposal of 

cases in the finest interest of children and for their rehabilitation. 

The Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 deals with children in need of care and 
protection and children in conflict of law. “Children in conflict with the law 
and juvenile offenders” refer to children being alleged for committing a 
crime or who has been suspected of committing a crime.  "Child in need 
of care and protection" refers to any child who is homeless or resides with 
someone who is not his guardian and has threatened, abused, or 
harassed the child or forced him to work as child labour. Additional 
categories like victims of armed conflict, civil commotion, or natural 
calamity are introduced under the term "child in need of care and 
protection".  Under this act; segregation is made between children in 
need of care and protection and juveniles in conflict with the law.

SALIENT FEATURES OF JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT, 2015

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE 

AND PROTECTION AND CHILDREN IN CONFLICT OF LAW.

Some categories, like a child found begging, children reside in brothels, 
and uncontrollable children are excluded from the act. Under this act, 
segregation is made between children in need of care and protection and 
juveniles in conflict with the law.

SEGREGATION OF CHILDREN IN CONFLICT OF LAW 

I.      In case of petty and serious offences, children who are below 18   

II.     in case of heinous offences, children who are below 16 years of   

Under the said act, children in conflict of law are distinguished into two 
classes

        Class-1: 

years of age

age
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Class 2 In case of heinous crime, children who have completed 16 years 
of age but are below 18.

Act gives permission to treat Class 2 children in conflict of law as adult. 
They must be kept in the safety place until the age of 21 and thereafter 
may be sent to an adult jail to complete remainder of sentence.

Class 1 may be tried by juvenile justice board constituted by state 
government under the said act. 

TYPES OF OFFENCES - Act categorised the offences committed by a 
juvenile in three types:

1.    Petty Offences - It includes the offences which are punishable 
        under Indian Penal Code or any other law with imprisonment upto 

        
2.     Serious Offences - It includes the offences which are punishable 
      under Indian Penal Code or any other law with imprisonment for 

     
3.     Heinous Offences - It includes the offences which are punishable 
      under Indian Penal Code or any other law with imprisonment for 

three years.

   the period between three to seven years. 

        seven year and more.

RESTORATION OF CHILD

Act is focuses on restoration of child. Restoration of child means restore 
them to their parents, adopted parents and foster parents.

INTRODUCTION OF JUVENILE POLICE UNIT AND CHILD-FRIENDLY 
POLICE OFFICER

Act establishes the juvenile police unit and also made mandatory to 
appoint at least one police as a child-friendly police in each station. The 
Act further deals with the constitution and functioning of the Juvenile 
Justice Board, the Child Welfare Committee and Institutional Care  and 
discusses its roles and responsibilities in detail.

PUNISHMENT FOR OFFENCES COMMITTED AGAINST CHILD

The act enumerates the new offences committed against a child and 
its punishment such as - 

1.     Sale and procurement of children for any purpose including illegal 
        
       of five years. 
2.     Use of child by militant groups: 
3.     Offences against disabled children and,
4.     Kidnapping and abduction of children.
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adoption, corporal punishment in child care institutions: imprisonment



The Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 is a comprehensive act that covers 
aspects related to children and juveniles.

Please note: In cases of cyber-crimes, the Juvenile Justice act is 
invoked when the offender is a minor. This chapter on JJ act is 
added into this guide for this limited purpose only. 
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